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Just 12 days to go Just 12 days to go
Saturday 13 September Last year’s show was the
is the big day of the best attended for many
Village Show. See the years. Can we beat the
next page for more detail. record again?

Great fun for all. Stalls, flower, veg and craft competitions, kids’ games, great food

Upton St Leonards Show - 13 September - Village Hall

It's time for
a Macmillan
Coffee mcme
Morning

and you're invited

A wonderful display |
: of flowers at the

BMI. Brian Dodd,

you are a real star!

Once again, those lovely people at the Post Office, Tru
Cuts, the Coffee Shop and Upton Builders are running
the Macmillan Coffee Morning at the shops.

Friday 26 September

Always a fabulous Village event that raises a huge
amount for Macmillan Cancer support
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Show website. www.uptonstleonardsshow.com

Road.

Upton St Leonards Show
Saturday 13th September at the Village Hall

There are just 12 days until the Upton St Leonards Show takes place once again. It’s not too late to enter any of the
competitions! Entry forms and schedules are available from the Village Stores, Portway Farm Shop and the Upton

2.00pm Gates Open
2.30pm Family Dog Show (£1 entry on the day)
Best Dog
Best Bitch
Dog with the waggiest tail
3.15pm Dog that looks most like its owner (50p entry on the day)
4.15pm Prize giving and raffle draw

There is a great selection of stalls, books, tombola, ice creams and hot dogs,. There’s a bouncy | !
castle, teddy tombola, hook a duck and face painting for the children. '

Exhibits may be brought from 8.00am on the morning of the show and must be in place ready
for judging at 10.30am All exhibits must be removed from the Village Hall/Marquee by 5.15pm.

The closing date for entry forms is 8.00pm on Wednesday 10th September. Entry forms to Amy Coker, 59 Bondend

If you can spare an hour or so on the day, we still need volunteers especially with the refreshments. We would be
grateful to receive cakes and biscuits, books, pre-loved teddies and tombola prizes.

Upton Wi will also be holding a “White Elephant” stall at this year’s show. Are you able to donate any good clothing
you no longer need or use for them to sell? Call Angela Harris for information.

Editorial

We have often asked for feedback and we have recently
asked if readers would like to contribute an article. Not
many responses until this month: we had no less than 3
emails and a letter commenting on the July issue and 2
articles written by readers. Those two articles are on the
next page, by Alan Greswell and by Val Doll.

Two of the three emails were responding to
a plea in the July issue about riding e-
scooters on the pavement with little regard
to the safety of pedestrians. Both
respondents pointed out that riding a
privately owned e-scooter on a road,
pavement or anywhere else in a public
space is illegal.

One correspondent kindly sent
the official police statement
below.

The letter was a report of a near miss,
driving on Portway, with a young girl
travelling fast on a scooter emerging from a
driveway.

E-scooters are classed as motor vehicles under the Road Traffic Act
1988. This means the rules that apply to motor vehicles, also apply
to e-scooters including the need to have a licence and insurance.
There are two ways of using an e-scooter:
* by privately owning one
* by renting one through an authorised rental scheme

Owning your own e-scooter: It's not currently possible to get
insurance for privately owned e-scooters. This means it’s illegal to
use them on the road or in public spaces, such as parks, street
pavements, and shopping centres.

If you use a privately-owned e-scooter in public, you risk the vehicle

being seized under S.165 Road Traffic Act 1988 for having no
insurance.

If you cause serious harm to another person whilst riding an e-
scooter, the incident will be investigated in the same way it would if
you were riding a motorcycle or driving a car.

I think it likely that very nearly all readers of our magazine
are aware of this, and would not be buying e-scooters for
themselves, their kids or grand-kids to use in public
spaces, but | am including this information just in case.

The other email was a reaction to the police report
showing the speeding figures for Churchfield Road. The
correspondent makes a plea to the Parish Council to put
pressure on Highways about the junction of Churchfield
Road with Ash Path. There have been a number of small
crashes or near misses, sometimes involving
pedestrians, but at least one involved five cars being
damaged, one of them smashing into the fence opposite
the junction. Having in one small area this junction, the
junction with Bondend Road, the entrance to the church,
a bus stop, and no pedestrian crossing makes it a
dangerous place, particularly when drivers don’t slow
down: many take it too fast.
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Thanks to Meg James, Chris Ellson, Sally Patterson and
Philip Bennett for these emails and letter.



Reader’s articles

In the last couple of months we have invited readers to have a go at writing for us. Well — we got two articles in

response, and here they are!

A Villagers Musings -
“Cider with Cheese and Steam”

After reading the invitation on the front cover of the July
issue for readers to write something, | thought why not?
Have a go, but what on earth can | write
about? So | gave some thought to what |
had done recently . . . where have | been,
what have | seen. .. so here goes.

My wife and | wanted to drive to an
interesting village somewhere to have a
little walk about. We went to Gotherington,
the other side of Bishops Cleeve, because
there are some new bungalows we wanted
to see and | also wanted to see
Gotherington Halt, a station on the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Heritage Railway line.

We were sadly disappointed. . . the new bungalows were
small and for sale at a ridiculous price and the station
had been converted to a private
dwelling without public access*.

We then drove on past Prescott Hill
Climb to the pretty village of Gretton,
a couple of miles short of
Winchcombe. We stopped at a very
nice pub, the Royal Oak, with far
reaching views of grazing livestock
with gently rolling hills either side.

depicting, of course, the story of the future King Charles
Il hiding up an oak tree (not that this happened anywhere
near Gretton.)

At the bar we both ordered a chilled draught cider and sat
in some comfy seats in the shade quietly
drinking our cider and admiring the
wonderful countryside. The cider tasted
fabulous, it shares the name of an animal
found all round the British Isles, with a
black and white striped face.

The train line passes close to the pub so if
you happen to be there on a day the trains
are running you can wave to the passengers
as the train trundles by and reminisce
about steam engines.

In the car park there was a very cheerful gentleman
running a posh looking stall selling a wide selection of
cheeses, chutneys, pies, etc. We bought some Vintage
Red Fox cheese (a bit like Red Leicester), some Cote Hill
Blue Brie and some crab terrine.
When he gave me the bill | realised
why the seller was smiling so much!

Allin all a very simple, enjoyable day
out and one to be recommended.

# Alan Greswell

PS - please don’t badger me about
5 the name of the cider!

There is also a fascinating, skilfully

carved tree trunk in the car park, T s
*Ed: Gotherington Station itself is open and looked after lovingly by the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway volunteers,
with flower beds, porters trolleys, benches and all things one would expect to see on a 1960s well kept station. A delight
to visit. The trains stop and one can alight there and use a public footpath (only) to get to and from the village. However,
the main station building and platform on that side, and the road to it are privately owned.

Are we complaining? - val Doll

Phew! What a scorcher. | was a gentle English rose, now | am the colour of a well ripened
strawberry. In our youth an adventurous day out meant a pair of shorts and an easy top, a bicycle
and a jam sandwich. The sun had a gentle warmth with no sting in its tail. Today’s outings mean a
backpack with sun cream, a decent sized hat, sunglasses, cover-up clothes and the vital bottle of
water. Oh! And have you remembered to take your allergy pills or medicine for whatever?

We’ll never complain about the bitter winter cold again!

Cor! The wind is biting. Our underwear is like Army surplus, it’s so sensible. We have layers on top,
thermal coat, gloves and woolly hat and still we are shivering. Let’s get home quickly, get the fire
on, turn up the radiators a notch, a lovely cup of hot tea. Tonight not just the duvet but a good old-
fashioned hot water bottle too.

We’ll never complain about the scorching heat of summer again!



Recent events at the BMI

The last few weeks have been busy at the BMI with
various events including the quiz, summer skittles and
entertainment nights.

The summer skittles competition
began in June with 12 teams
participating. The six weeks of
competition flew by with the final
taking place on Thursday 31st July.
The winners this year were
“Lumberjacks” with a score of 323 who beat “Scotties
Lot” who had a score of 289 .

Rich Berry received a trophy for the highest individual
score for men of 65 and Pauline Morgan had the highest
score of 67 for the ladies. Both are members of the
Lumberjacks team.

Pat Brown, presented the “Knuckles” trophy in memory
of her husband Terry, to the winning team. Once the
trophies had been presented the teams enjoyed a buffet
arranged by Lorraine.

The summer quiz took place on

Saturday 19th July. The quiz was W
organised by Julie Winstanley with

Clive being the quiz master. It was a great evening. The
winning team were the Baggies and the runners-up were
the Typhoons. Over £157 was raised for the BMI Charity
for 2025-26. (The charity will be confirmed at the next
BMI committee meeting). The next quiz will be on
Saturday 18th October with our regular quiz master Andy

Russell.
& m entertained many BMI members with
’i: - a range of music from the 60’s to the
ke ( w Aedwin present day. It was a great evening
oy 4 ="7y9>2 with the dance floor busy most of the
night.

On Saturday 2nd August, Aaron Cook

The Pig Roast took place on
Saturday 9th August, and this year
it was more of a “Summer Party”
This is always one of the most
popular events in the village and
was well attended with over 150
people on a lovely warm evening.
The pork rolls provided by Ben
Creese went down very well.

Coming up at the BMI September and beyond

All events open to members and signed in guests

Sunday 21st September Saturday 27th September Saturday 4th October
Sunday Evening Jazz Entertainment Night Entertainment Night
with with with
Os Grilos Michael lan Brown Earl Tee
6-8pm from 8pm from 8pm

:ﬁ s

Grilos

UL MOTOMN REGC



Reports on what’s been happening

August is a bit of a quiet month for Village events, of course. No WI meetings.

Ladies Probus

For our July meeting, we were entertained by Bill & Dan,
who are ‘Story Travellers’. Their title was Destiny or Fate
-and, as Dan told us, we can exercise some control over
our destiny but not over our fate! Very profound indeed!

On this theme, Bill regaled us with three different stories
from different parts of the world. Dan, who is obviously
a very talented musician, provided the musical
background, singing his own composition of
appropriate songs while he played his guitar. A very
different meeting enjoyed by us all.

For our September meeting, Katie Mawson is going to
talk to us about Skin..vestment. This sounds intriguing,
so please come & join us at 10am on 24 September in
BMI to find out all about it.

Defibrillator (Phone) Box

Have you noticed that the phone box by the BMI (now
housing a defibrillator) has had a new coat of Post Office
red paint with the crowns picked out in gold? The old red
paint was decidedly faded. Thanks to Duncan Lord and
Andy Russell for doing the job.

History Group

The History Group’s July meeting was its AGM. The
committee was re-elected, apart from Dorothy Cox who
is standing down. There was a vote of thanks to Dorothy
who has done many committee jobs and helped with
the refreshments at most meetings.

There was an entertaining quiz, mostly on local history,
won by the team smiling in the picture below.

History buffs, L-R: Rob Knibbs, Dave Owen, Vanda
Owen, Andy Russell

BMI Charities for 2025-6

The BMI committee has decided that the nominated
charities for their fund raising 2025-6 will be the
Alzheimer’s Society and, once again, the Church Roof
fund.

FLAT SPIN by the UpStagers

A comedy with a rather complicated plot and lots of
dialogue made this quite a difficult play to put on and
direct. Nevertheless, the UpStagers really worked hard
to get the best out of it.

The first two scenes had to build up the plot, and though
it wasn’t a riot of
funny lines it did at
least mean that all
the players had
their chance to
build up their
characters - there
were no bit parts in
this play! After the interval the pace quickened and the
comedy was more to the fore. | liked the lines A: “You
keep telling me what to do”, B: “Because | haven’t the
time to write it all down!” And there was a superb ad lib
on the first night when Patrick (Andy Metcalfe) forgot his
line, got the prompt, slapped his face and said: “l knew
| was meant to say something to you” out loud.

tagers

Amateur Dramatic Society

The play opened with an empty room. Malcolm (David
Carey), who lived in it, was bemused, wondering where
all the furniture had gone. Turns out he’d been
scammed by his partner Rhonda (Kate Brooks) who had
ensured the flat and its contents were in her name;
she’d emptied it and put the flat on the market. So we
met a prospective tenant Alan (Martin Smith), keen to
have an empty room for his model battle re-enactment,
and the letting agent Marsha (Carol Vye). Neighbours
Patrick and Kate (Jane Rogers) decided to try to recover
the flat for Malcolm, aided by decorator Louise (Rachel
Gibbs) who was working in the flat above. MP Justin
Templar (Keith Pearson) got involved because scammer
Rhonda, the baddie, was scheming to marry him and
gain prestige as an MP’s wife. The hilarity was based
around getting Malcolm back his flat from Rhonda,
putting off prospective tenant Alan and agent Marsha,
and there was a completely unexpected twist involving
arobbery at an adjoining building.

The producer this time was Keith Pearson (who was also
the MP character). There are pictures from the
production on the back page.

Thanks to all the actors, producer and team, costume,
backstage, set builders, front of house, refreshments
servers, for all their hard work in making this happen.

Keith Pearson adds: “UpStagers wish to thank all those
who came to watch once again. Without an audience it
wouldn’t be the same. We hope to see you in February
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for our next production, ‘Inspector Drake’s Last Case’.



Advertising

Chelt: 01242 250497

Mob: 07816 103709
ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

I Glos: 01452 552192

L] L] |
N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing & Heating
Est. 1986

All Plumbing & Heating Work
Undertaken & No Job too small !
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Central Heating Systems
Landlord Certificates, etc.

REGISTER

If you use any of the services provided by our advertisers, please
mention that you saw them in USL Life. They can then understand
the impact of their advertising. Thank you

AS NATURE INTENDED

BOUNTIFUL BEES HOVIG&Q

RAW V LOCAL
HONEY BEEKEEPER
BUY OUR PRODUCTS ONLINE
STORE.BOUNTIFULBEES.UK
e +441452 447051
S BOUNTIFR BEES

BOUNTIFUL BEES, SKYLARK WAY. GLOUCESTER GL4 40Y

Local 2 S5

Your,Village Store and
Post Office

OFFICE SHOP LOCAL
Mon-Fri We stock local fruit, veg,
7am-7pm meat, milk, bread, lardys and
Sat cakes. Groceries, toiletries,
7am-6pm snacks, sandwiches, drinks,
Sun

cards and stationery and
many other surprising items.
SUPPORT LOCAL!
Rahul and Seeta
Churchfield Road 01452 618189
.F @uslvillagestore

H

Local approved electrician,
highly experienced.

onest, friendly and professional with
very high standards.

All work considered —
inspection and testing,
upgrades, extensions, repairs.

Fully insured.

Call or email for a free consultation & quotation
ben@hickselectricalsolutions.co.uk

Phone: 01452 538969
Mobile: 07981 797894

= ElNs

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

G HICKS ELECTRICAL CEDAR MOTOR HOUSE ‘ The BMI Club
SOLUTIONS LTD LTD T e u
AA : .- gﬁéﬂﬁ ‘ (Est 1898)
% Vehicle Servicing Bondend Road

& Repairs

Est1968
MOT Testing for Petrol & Diesel Vehicles

01452 617240 Mob: 07976 322735

Grove Court, Upton Hill,
Gloucester GL4 8DA

¢ We use the latest techniques and diagnostic
equipment to service any make of car to
dealership standards.

¢ Tyres, batteries and exhausts fitted. Clutch and
timing belt replacement.

¢ Insurance & Accident repairs, welding service.

Your Local Garage
We pride ourselves on our friendly,
honest and reliable service.
We can collect your vehicle from your home.

Upton St Leonards

%

Two bars, wide screen TV with
Sky/BT Sports, Snooker, Pool
and Skittle Alley.
Regular entertainment nights.
Private function hire.

Enquiries about membership -
just call in and see Brian our
Steward for more details.
Open from midday, 7 days a week.

Tel. 01452 616384

timewatch®

BRAND NEW WATCHES
WATCH BATTERIES & STRAPS
WATCH BATTERY RESEAL
& PRESSURE TEST
BATTERIES FITTED

FROM oNLY £9.99

Strap Batfery
i . Strap Watch

Replacaments Replacaments

Eplacamen Adjustants Replacamenl:

Sprngs

— A

g
: o)
timewatcli-is a family run busingss that prides itself
on its exceptional customer service.

Pop in and see us today at Lnit K1 Regent Arcade
Or alternatively visit us online to book a time slot @
www timewatchshopehettenham.co.uk

Your qualified

village electrician

MJBoon

Electrical .

0 07773 626241
%] matt@mjboonelectrical.co.uk
@ www.mjboonelectrical.co,uk

* Free estimates and advice

* All aspects of electrical
work undertaken

RPPROVED
CONTRRCTOR

DOMESTIC 4
INSTRLLER ==

David
Cridland
Contracting

Fencing, Ground

maintenance and

groundwork contractor
3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Hedges cut. Trees pruned. Ground cleared.
From small gardens
to farms, no job too small.

Service and reliability guaranteed

Fully insured 30 years experience

01452 311215 or 07836 279974

COMMELINES MILL FARM
UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG




Come and join the History Group September is History Month again

We are luckier still, some might say, to have access to We are blessed here to live so close to Gloucester

regular history talks right here on our very doorstep - History Festival, which kicks off on 6th September.

at the Village Hall where the History Group meets

every other month. As well as the talks, featuring some very well known
) speakers, there will be tours of historic parts of the city,

The group was founded in 1999 by the late Ken Herbert and access to many private spaces to see very old or

and Dave Chave, and continues to thrive. Our visitor
numbers have actually soared this season but it would
be good to have more group members, so if you've
been a visitor recently, then do think about becoming a
member! And if you haven’t been to a meeting, do

T e soomhat 1 L Gloucester

Talks, as you can see below, are about local history, Hls“"'y l‘estlval

mixed with more general subjects. It’s a very informal Bth-27st September 2025
and friendly setting.

spectacular features.

In the 2024-5 season we've enjoyed talks on Katherine
of Aragon, Katherine Parr, Gloucestershire Battles,
Upton St Leonards Charities and local man Dennis
Wyatt (by his son Edward Wyatt).

Coming up for the 2025-6 season we have talks on the
Severn Bridge Rail Disaster, Stroud Workhouse,
Woodchester Mansion, The Victoria Cross and the
three field system in Upton St Leonards.

The season starts on Thursday 18th September, see
below.

Annual membership is only £10 or £2 for visitors.

History Group
Thursday 18 September

The “season” starts on Thursday 18th September at
the village hall at 7.45, with a talk on Henry VIllI's
Royal Tour of Gloucestershire 1535, including, of
course, his visit to Upton St Leonards.

gloucesterhistoryfestival.co.uk

; N | i

Saturday 18" October Ticket price 3 course meal

7pm til late £50 pp Entertainment
Bowden Hall Please all night
Bondend Lane contact Charity

Upton St Leonards 07886654046 Auction
GL4 8ED for ticket
purchase.

1]




Upton St Leonards and
the Pitcairn Islands

| dare say some readers saw this
on Points West and Midlands
Today on BBC1 TV in mid August.

The Pitcairn Islands receive
some income from the sale of
their postage stamps, and new
stamps were designed recently,
received Royal Approval and are
being issued. The designer
wanted to feature people who
had helped the Islands. Two of

the stamps feature Dr William Ancrum and his wife Emily. For a time in the
1850s these two were in Valparaiso, Chile, which is among the nearest
continental cities to the Islands. Dr Ancrum and his wife Emily cared for
children of Pitcairn residents in a hospital in Valparaiso.

They returned to England, and by about 1863 had purchased St Leonards
Court - the large house behind the King’s Head. William and Emily are buried
in our churchyard, and the large stained glass window by the organ in church
(picture on the right) was placed there in 1905 by Emily in memory of her
husband and three of their children who died young.

The Pitcairn Islands are four volcanic islands that form the British Overseas
Territory in the South Pacific. They are famous as the place where the
mutineers of the Bounty created their sanctuary. The population in 2023 was

about 35.

(PS - Upton also had a connection with another remote island through former
resident Gerald Buck, who corresponded with, and then visited a Tristan da
Cunhaislander. Gerald gave a few talks in Upton about Tristan da Cunha)

Emily Ann Ancrum

PITCAIRN [SLANDS

LB
PITGCGAIRN

ISLANDS

ES) 22

Dr William Ancrum

PITCAIRN ISLANDS

A Grizzly Find
Upton St Leonards - 1860

“OnThursday, aninquest was held at
Upton St. Leonards, a village near
Gloucester, the body of an old man,
named John Brown, who was found
dead in an orchard at that village, on
Tuesday afternoon, with his body
mangled by some pigs, which had
gnawed away his arm and part of his
nose. The following evidence was
taken:

George Clapham stated - | am
gardener and bailiff to Charles
Brooke Hunt, Esq., of Bowden Hall.
On Tuesday afternoon last, about
half-past two, in consequence of
seeing the pigs collected in an
orchard adjoining the barn and
sheds, and evidently playing with
something, | went to the spot, and
saw the body of the deceased. |
drove the pigs away, and afterwards

examined the body. Deceased was
lying upon his back, and his right arm
was extended and had been gnawed
by the pigs, which had also gnawed
his nose, the marks on which were
quite fresh. Deceased was dead and
quite cold. His hat, a bag,
handkerchief, a table knife, and raw
onion were lying near him. There is a
footpath through the orchard near
where he was lying. | had known
deceased for several years but had
not seen him before on that day, he
was in the habit of occasionally
begging in the parish, but | did not
know his name. Four pigs were
standing near the body. By direction
of Mr. Brooke Hunt, | and Richard
Jones, in the presence of Mr. Hunt,
removed the body to the place where
itis now lying.”

There then follows another witness
account by William Avery - labourer
of Upton St. Leonards. He saw John
Brown alive on the Monday before,

walking unsteadily, due to his age,
towards the orchard. He adds that
John Brown “supported himself
chiefly by begging, but worked a little
in summer.”

John Brown’s son Thomas also gave
a statement to the inquest. John
Brown said that his father “had no
settled home.”

“The jury returned a verdict in

accordance with the evidence.”
—_

It's a sad little tale illustrating

Dickensian poverty. One assumes
the man died of cold, hunger and old
age - the article doesn’t actually give
the coroner’s verdict. Our thanks to
Tony Pryce who spotted this news
item (how?) in The Norfolk News,

Eastern Counties Journal, and
Norwich, Yarmouth, and Lynn
Commercial Gazette -  29th
December 1860.
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Rev Helen Champion

Dear Friends

As summer fades into autumn and the mornings
turn cooler, we find ourselves entering a new season
in more ways than one. After many months of
planning, fundraising, and patient waiting, work is
finally beginning on replacing the roof of our beloved
church building. This is a major project —one we
have known was necessary for some time — and at
last the time has come.

This means that for the next few months, our
Sunday 10 am services will be held in the Village
Hall. | am deeply grateful to the Village Hall
Committee for their generosity in welcoming us and
making space for our worship. We know this is no
small thing, as the hallis already a busy hub for our
community. We are thankful to be able to share the
space and continue gathering together in the heart
of the village.

Of course, this move brings change. We will be
worshipping in a different space, arranging chairs
instead of pews, setting up each week rather than
simply unlocking the door. The familiar rhythms of
our Sundays will alter. There may be little
inconveniences, like remembering to bring
everything we need with us each week, or adjusting
to a different acoustic for our hymns. But alongside
these adjustments, there is opportunity.

Sometimes change opens doors we didn’t realise
were there. It prompts us to notice things afresh, to
be creative, and to discover blessings in unexpected
places. Meeting in the Village Hall will put us right at
the heart of village life in a different way. People

saint Leonard’s Chuycy

~
Saint [ eonard's

walking by may notice our gathering and be more
inclined to join in. We may find conversations
happening over the coffee table with people who
might not otherwise have stepped inside the church
building. And perhaps, freed from the familiar
surroundings, we will see God’s presence in ways
we haven’t before.

The Bible reminds us that, while our surroundings
may change, God does not. In the book of Hebrews
we read: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Our church
building is a precious and important part of our life
together — it holds memories, history, and meaning —
butitis not the foundation of our faith. That
foundation is God himself: faithful, unchanging, and
ever-present with us.

So as we step into this time of transition, let’s do so
with both gratitude and anticipation. Gratitude for
the generations who built and cared for our church,
and for the team working to ensure it can serve the
village for many years to come. Gratitude for the
Village Hall and all who manage and use it. And
anticipation for what God will do among us in this
temporary home —the conversations we will have,
the people we will meet, the encouragements we
will share.

Change is rarely without its challenges, but it can
also be a gift. As the leaves turn and the seasons
shift, may we be open to the new things God is
doing, trusting that his love and faithfulness will
guide us through.

Rev Helen



If you or your family wish to sponsor the lights in
celebration of a birthday, an anniversary, for a loved

g one’s life or for any other reason then please contact
TOWG r llght Jenny Cunningham for more details.
dedications Please note that the deadline of the Church News is the
8" of the preceding month.

On September 8", the Tower Lights are lit in remembrance of Norma Brinkley, who passed away this day 32
years ago. Forever in our hearts. Kindly sponsored by her sons Alan and Peter.

On the 17™ September, the Tower Lights are lit in celebration of the 21t birthday of Ellie Davies, kindly
sponsored by her Nanna, Brenda Davies.

Youth Club

A
(

>

sportily

. . LAY SPORTS, TALK LIFE
Will resume in Septemb€

With Sportily

SWEATY CHURCH

Every Friday - start date to
Discover the beauty of faith through .

sports and connection at SWEATY be confirmed
CHURCH! Engage in sports, games 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm
and activities that bring the joy of
the Christian faith to life.

Little Pilgrims

Saturday 20th Sept Sunc[ay School
10am - 11:30am . Will start again on Sunday September 14th
' 10 am in the Old School Room
The Village Hall, Upton
St Leonards, GL4 BAG & And then every 2" and 3™ Sunday in the
- : month
2 For more information and to
book now, head to our website. Children under school age are welcome but

must be accompanied by an adult at all

For more information contact times
jo.efeyini@sportily.org.uk Sar

sportily.org.uk Sport f ',!y 2% easyfundraising

Upton St Leonards
Church

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Parish Giving Scheme

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/

Who’s who in the church

Parish Priest: Churchwarden: Parish Safeguarding Officer
Rev Helen Champion Gill Howell Sue Downey

PCC Secretary

Kay Hutton

For wedding & baptism enquiries For Interment and burial of ashes
please contact Rev Helen. Enquiries please contact Gill
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Confirmation

We will be hosting a confirmation service with Bishop
Rachel early in the new year. If you are considering
confirmation or would like to know more about it, do
speak with Helen after one of the services. There’s no
rush but it would be good to know that we do at least
have some candidates for when the Bishop comes.

9.30am every week

will be held in the school room and not at
the Rectory until October
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To Charlotte & Jamie

Who were married on Saturday 19* July in Cheltenham
On Sunday 27" the happy couple invited members of

the congregation to stay after the morning service for

the blessing of their marriage by Rev Helen

After the service a toast to their health and happiness

with a glass of bubbly was made.

500 Club Winners for
August
First Prize £30 No. 24

Second Prize £20 No. 31

The Bingo evening hosted by Mac and Rose was
another social success and £225 was raised for the
Roof Fund

Eyes down, look in began at 7pm on Friday 27" July in
the old school room. A bring and share supper was
enjoyed by all.

Thank you to everyone who attended and to Mac and
Rose for their hard work.

Another evening Bingo evening is planned for
September Watch this space!




EEEUNION

Christian care for families

In July, the Branch celebrated its 110th
Anniversary having started in 1915. The

afternoon began with a service in St

{[10th ANNTVERSARY )

Leonard’s
Church
~ devised by
Rev Helen
Champion
and the
Branch
~ Secretary,
Katie Moore and they both led the worship.
An offertory of over £90 was taken in aid of
the Summer of Hope Appeal.
Everyone then retired over the road to the Old
School Room where the committee served
Afternoon Tea. We were pleased to welcome
our
Diocesan
27} | President,
Doreen
McLellan
and one of

b 1

et

B % Presidents,

Sas

i our Vice

Margaret Edwards.
The celebration cake was cut by Margaret
Herbert 97, an Indoor Member and the oldest

photos of past celebrations,
outings and services. There
were registers going back to
1934, meetings report books,
committee minutes and
numerous pieces of MU
memorabilia including first
day covers of stamps
depicting banners from the
Isle of Man and for the
centenary in 1976.

On Friday 5th September
between 4 - 5pm members
will be taking part in "Wave of
Prayer remembering those Dioceses we are
linked with all over the world: Khartoum in
Sudan; Dar es Salaam in Tanzania; Barr &
Ilesa in Nigeria and Dugapur in India. They
will either be following the printed booklet
including Bible readings and information
about the members overseas in their

own homes or they are welcome to come
along to our house and join myself and Barry.
The next meeting will be the customary
communion service on Thursday 18"
September when the officiant will be the Rev
Liz Palin, the Diocesan MU Chaplain.
Depending on the repairing of the church roof
this will either take place in the church orin
the School Room at 2pm. Refreshments will
be served afterwards and visitors would be

in the Branch able to attend. Everyone raised most welcome.
a glass of Bucks Fizz as Barry Gale proposed Kate Gale
a toast to the future of the Branch. A display
board and table had been prepared showing
Registered Charity

The Church has just been registered as a charity in its own right with the Charity Commission, charity number

1214471.

You might ask: "Wasn't it already a charity? It's been claiming Gift Aid for ages." Yes, of course it was -- small

churches with annual income less than £100,000 are "excepted" from the need to register separately,

coming under a general Church of England agreement with the Charity Commission (other denominations

have similar agreements). Our income this year well exceeds that threshold because of the grants for the

roof, so we have had to apply for our own registration. Like any registered charity, we will list our trustees (the

whole of the PCC), our aims, how and whether we achieved those aims each year, and submit our annual

accounts to the Charity Commission, and anyone can see these on the Commission's web site.



Advertising

If you use any of the services provided by our advertisers, please

mention that you saw them in USL Life. They can then understand
the impact of their advertising. Thank you

REMOVALS & SERVICES Iy
EST. 2000

A local company, providing House
and Commercial Moves, Man and

Van, Storage and House Clearances.

Contact us for your free quote:
07718 235093

armstrongremovalsandservices.co.uk

IARMSTRONG|

PORTWAY FARM SHOP
Upton St Leonards GL4 8DP
07774 955731 (during shop hours)

OPEN
Tuesday to Friday

9am to 5.30pm
| Our family owned business can supply you with fresh

" home produced and local Meat, home made Saturday
Sausages & Burgers, Veg, Fruit, local Eggs, Cheese, 8am to 3pm
Organic Milk, Cream, Yogurt, Flour, Coffee, Rapeseed
Qil, Dressings, Mayonnaise, Preserves, Gloucestershire Fruit Juice, Cordials Closed

Bread, home made Cakes, Pies, Quiche, Ice Cream. Sunday & Monday

Visit our Coffee Shop for a relaxing time.

Email: portwayfarmshop@btinternet.com For the latest offers, specials and news
www.portwayfarmshop.com see Facebook @PortwayFarmShop

... Oe,

|24

Rachel Harris
Dip CFHP MPSPract

Foot Health Practitioner

Home visits for all your footcare needs

Professional and courteous service
In the Gloucester area

07791 901 220

rachelh391@googlemail.com

J.B:RD
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Chimney

Sweeping from £55
Open Fires, Boilers, Cookers and
Stoves Serviced
Chimney Pots, Cowls and Bird Guards Fitted
Flue Liners and Stoves Installed to
Latest Regulations
Cctv Chimney Camera Surveys
Drone Surveys

PHONE ME TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

01452 521732
07973 905151

CHORLEY'S

Cotswolds Heritage sinee 1862

B.A. Electrical
Services

Complimentary Auction
Valuations

Monthly Auctions of Art & Antiques
Probate & Insurance Valuations

Domestic & Commercial
Insured & Registered
For all your Electrical Needs
A Professional and Friendly Service
Quality Work at Competitive Prices
For a Free Estimate call Bernie

01594 368607 / 07881 981352

Open Valuations every
Thursday 9.30am-1pm

01452 344499
info@chorleys.com
Prinknash Abbey Park GL4 BEU

sootybloke@g mail.com

Profess:onal Pamtmg

e

For a FREE quotation please
ring me, David Holder

\ Tel: 01452 611866
.} Mobile: 07977 099996
a or Email:
holdermaxine@aol.com
DJH Home Services,
Gloucester estabiished 1984




Arts Page

This month we look at how poets have described men and boys over recent centuries.

A Song about MYSELF by John Keats 1795 -
1821

There was a naughty boy,
And a naughty boy was he,
He ran away to Scotland

The people for to see -
Then he found
That the ground
Was as hard,
That a yard
Was as long,
That a song
Was as merry,
That a cherry
Was as red,
That lead
Was as weighty,
That fourscore
Was as eighty,
That a door
Was as wooden
Asin England -

So he stood in his shoes
And he wondered
He wondered,

He stood in his Shoes
and he wondered.

Worried Man Blues by Kit Wright born 1944

I was in a skiffle group
In 1959

One chord to a line,
We were doing

Fine,

Playing Worried Man upon

The Hurst Green Church Hall stage,
Fifteen years of age

When Lonnie was

The rage,

Tea-chest bass and washboard and
Two three-chord tricks:

Somehow

No worries then:

My God I'm worried now.

THOUGHTS

Men are sweet and good and silly and tiresome and selfish,
ingenuous and so simple, You can't help liking them.
(Somerset Maugham)

The tact of women excels the skill of men (Anthony Trollope)

The fact is that men should never try to dictate to women. They
never know how to do it, and when they do it, they always say
something particularly foolish. (Oscar Wilde)

Boots, Boots, Boots by Leroy Freeman
Jackson 1881-1958

Buster's got a popper gun,
Areg'lar one that shoots,

And Teddy's got an engine

With a whistler that toots.

But I've got something finer yet -
A pair of rubber boots.

Oh, it's boots, boots, boots,

A pair of rubber boots!

I could walk from here to China
In a pair of rubber boots.

From Vacillation by W. B.Yeats 1865-1939

My fiftieth year had come and gone,
| sat, a solitary man,

In a crowded London shop,

An open book and empty cup

On the marble table-top.

While on the shop and street | gazed
My body of a sudden blazed;

And twenty minutes more or less

It seemed, so great my happiness,
That | was blessed and could bless.

BOOK REVIEW

B "F
L — |

ALAN JOHNSON

AMEMOIR OF A CHILDHOOD

This Boy by Alan Johnson is the memoir of the
politician who was born in 1950 and went on to
be General Secretary of the Communication
Workers Union, Member of Parliament, Home
Secretary, Health Secretary and Education
Secretary. This Boy is a detailed, harrowing
account of a one-parent family living in
1950s/60s London in deep poverty and
appalling slum conditions. The book is written
in an honest and witty style with many details
about music and fashion styles of the period.

THIS BOY




Focus on Local Business
BOWDEN HALL HOTEL

OK, the full title should be Mercure Gloucester, Bowden
Hall Hotel, but to Village residents it is simply Bowden
Hall.

The Hotel has done much for our community, and we are
grateful. Here’s a list of some benefits:

Access to the Woodland Trust area on Nut Hill, with
permission to use two paths through the Hotel
grounds

Frequent donations of prizes for raffles

Grants to the Upton Show

Often offering their car park for events at the school
Employment opportunities

Offering the paddock to the Gloucester City Farm
Gloucester Rotary meeting place

It’s high time to give something back in promoting what
the Hotel offers to Villagers. It’s obviously a place friends
and relations can stay when your house is not big
" T e > I enough. Have you tried eating out

: there? How about a posh afternoon
teafor atreat? Have a mealorteain
one of the pods, for an unusual
experience. And, of course,
consider using the Hotel for a
meeting, an office party at
Christmas or any other time. Have a

Christmas Day Lunch (not many tickets left this year, | am
told) and New Year’s Eve celebration.

Were you aware that Villagers can have a Loyalty
Card that gives 10% off dining / bar / pods / events?
Do visit and ask for one.

We finish by mentioning, firstly, Bowden Hall honey for
sale (a best seller) and, secondly, an upcoming charity
event for Katkinz on October 18, see their flyer on page 7,
where Bowden Hall is generously discounting the cost to
ensure the charity gets as much as possible.

or on to further or higher education.

The Lady Downe Trust

Registered Charity no. 286577

Are you or is someone you know going to University or into Higher Education this autumn?

The Lady Downe Trustis a small charity based in Upton St Leonards that provides grant aid
to young people under the age of 25 who are resident in the village and going to University

Visit our website www.ladydowne.org for more information, to see a list of the eligible
streets in Abbeymead, Abbeydale and Coopers Edge or to download an application form.
Alternatively, you can request a form from the clerk at clerk@ladydowne.org




Advertising

If you use any of the services provided by our advertisers, please
mention that you saw them in USL Life. They can then understand

the impact of their advertising. Thank you

We have another new advertiser this month: Broomfield
Care

Broomfield Care is a well-established home care company that has
helped hundreds of families across Gloucester in the last 15 years.
We’re a small, but dedicated team of carers, who specialise in providing
personalised care plans. If you’re in need of care or know someone who
might be, enquire today!

Broomfield Care Homecare Services

At Broomfield Care, we have been providing outstanding
homecare across Gloucestershire for over 156 years...

r We provide an alternative to a traditional care home, with custom
care plans tailored to encourage our clients to continue living
[T confidently and comfortably at home.

Our Services Include:

e O B W @

Personal Care Palliative Care Dementia Care Welfare Checks Complex Care

i aul it : “Broomfield Care always treated me
with respect. They were very friendly,

caring, helpful and knowledgeable.” -
Q""”“"‘""‘.? BUSINESS OF THE YEAR ring, helpfu wledg

WINNER 2024 Ex-Service User

01452 730888 | www.broomfieldcare.com | care@broomfieldcare.com

Caring For You In The Place You Love

=Aall types of fencmg and
gates supplied & fitted.
From minor repan's to

MICHAEL TUCK

ESTATE & LETTING AGENTS

complete new fence 1
offer a fast & fr|endly

Trees removed, stumps
ground, hedges cut.”All 4
& waste responsibly

READ OUR 582
REVIEWS

i
0793 3804631’01452{372051 g
1 hyslamesﬁtl@ouﬂook com?
' and on faceboqk\ |
i | . QF

OREVIEWS.

01452 612020

www.michaeltuck.co.uk

Little Court Cottages

Self-catering accommodation for holidays
and short breaks, in Upton St Leonards,
perfect for visiting friends and family.
Email: info@littlecourtcottages.co.uk
Tel: 01452 615150
www.littlecourtcottages.co.uk

Personalised, friendly service to local
business owners and individuals

Broethertons

Accountants & Tax Advisors

All Aspects of Accountancy:

@ Self Assessment Tax Returns
@ Sole Trader Accounts

@ Limited Companies
@ VAT

@ Payroll

@ Bookkeeping

Local family firm
Established 1998
Free initial meeting
Fixed quotes

2 Abbeymead Avenue, Gloucester GL4 5ER
01452 311711
www.brothertons.co.uk

email info@brothertons.co.uk
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SEPTEMBER

1 Mon  Coffee Club ...c..iiueiiii e, BMI e 10.00am
1 MON  UPLONWI .ueiiiiiiii ettt e ee e e e ea e e ens Pavilion ...oceiiiiiiiiii s 2.30pm
1 Mon  Parish CouncilMeeting .......ccoeuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Pavilion ...cceeeevieiieiiiiecee s 7.30pm
2 Tue Needles & PiNS ocevuiiiiiiiieeeiee e Village HallAnnex .....cccoeveviiiniiiinniinnneen. 9.45am
2 Tue Rubbish and food waste week — garden rubbish for those with brown bins
2 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ........cccceceuieiiiiiiiiiiinniinnnennns Tennis Courts
2 Tue Badminton ....c.coiiiiii e Village Hall
3 Wed Wednesday Probus ......cceiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineinciieee e eenens BMI i e
3 Wed UpStagers Amateur DramatiCs .......ccuevevurveieiinnieinneennnennns Village Hall
3 WEA  BiNGO..iiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiee et et e et eere e e et e eennae e erena e BMI e
7 Sun  Tennis Club Members Morning.......ccoceeeevieeieriinieneeennnee. Tennis Courts
8 Mon Coffee Club ......cccceeniiiiiiiiiiiinnss ..BMI
8 Mon  TwyverWl.....coooeiviiiiiiiiiiiiiaennns ...Village Hall
9 Tue Needles & Pins .....ccceveviienneennns ...Village Hall Annex
9 Tue Tuesday ProbuUS ....ceevieiiiieiiee e e BMI e
9 Tue Recycling and food waste week
9 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ........ccceevvueviiiiiiiiiiineennnennns Tennis Courts
9 Tue Badminton ........coeeeiiiiiiiiiininnnns ...Village Hall .....
10 Wed UpStagers Amateur Dramatics ... ...Village Hall ...
10 Wed  BiNZO...ccuiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i BMI oo
10 Wed Copy date for October issue of USL Life
13 Sat UPTON SHOW .ceiiiiiiiiieeiiie et eeea e Village Halland Grounds ........cc.ceveeenennt 2.00pm
14 Sun  Tennis Club Members Morning.......cccceeveevieeicriiniineeennnee. Tennis CoUMS...cuuiviieiiiineiiieeeeeeieeeeeee 10.00am
15 Mon  Coffee Club .....coiuiiiiii e BMI e 10.00am
15 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ......c.ceuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Village Hall ..c..ooouiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicene, 7.30pm
16 Tue Needles & PiNS ..co.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e Village HallANNeX ....cccueveeeieiniiiiniennneen. 9.45am
16 Tue Rubbish and food waste week — garden rubbish for those with brown bins
16 Tue Tennis Club Members EVENINgG ........coveeeiiieiiiinieieiiieeeeennne.
16 Tue Badminton ..o
17 Wed Wednesday Probus .........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiicce e,
17 Wed  Prinknash plans - public Viewing ......c...ccceeeviiiiiiiiiiiiieannn,
17 Wed UpStagers Amateur DramatiCs ......cccuveinieiiiiniieinnnennennns
17 WeEd  BiNGO.uuiiuiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt et e e e e ee e e e eneaneans
18 Thu HiSTOIY GrOUP «.ueeieieeeieiiee ettt enea e

Henry VIII’'s Royal Progress through Gloucestershire in 1535
21 Sun  EveningJazz with Os GriloS......c.ceeeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeenee,
21 Sun  Tennis Club Members Morning.... .
22 Mon  Coffee Club .....covvviiiiiiiiiiii
23 Tue Recycling and food waste week
23 Tue Tuesday Probus ......c..cceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e, 10.00am
23 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening .... 6.00pm
23 Tue Needles & Pins . 9.45am
23 Tue Badminton ......... 8.00-10.00pm
24 Wed  LadieS ProbuS.......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 10.00am
24 Wed UpStagers Amateur DramatiCs .......ccuevevurveieiinnieinneennnennns 7.30pm
24 Wed  BiNGO...iiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 8.00pm
25 Thu Craft Club ... e 10.00-12.00pm
26 Fri Macmillan Coffee MOrning .........ccceeeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieecieeenns 9.30am
27 Sat Entertainment Night with Michael lan Brown .................... BMI e 8.00pm
28 Sun  Tennis Club Members Morning......ccccceeveeiiiiiiiiiiiiicennnnee. Tennis CoUmS...couviiiiiiiiiiiiieiceeiceene, 10.00am
29 Mon  Coffee Club ...cccvuiieiiiiiiiiiiiiii BMI i, 10.00am
30 Tue Rubbish and food waste week. Garden Rubbish for those with brown bins
30 Tue Badminton ....c.eoieiiiii e Village Hall ..c..oeeuniiiniiiiiiiiiieicieiceee 8.00-10.00am
30 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ........cccceceuieiiiiiiiiiiinniinnnennns Tennis CoUMS...cuuiiiuiiiiiiiiieeececie e, 6.00pm

OCTOBER

4 Sat Entertainment Night with EarlTee ........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiniienns, BMI e 8.00pm
6 MON  UPLONWI .eeiiiiiiie et ei et e e ee e e e e e ens Pavilion ...cceeeeviiiieii s 2.30pm
6 Mon  Parish CouncCil Meeting ....c...eveeieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeie e Pavilion ......cooeviiiiiiiiiiiiii 7.30pm

10 Fri Copy date for November issue of USL Life
(| Sat “George Michael” tribute night

13 Mon  TWYVEI Wi .uuiiiiiiiiiiier e eae
18 Sat Katkinz “Hollywood Ball” (ticketed, see p7) .
18 Sat AUTUMN QUIZ eeneeineieeieei et eteeeeeteeeee s ea e e e saeaneaes

Continued on the next page



20 Mon  Abbeydale Garden Centre .....ccueveeviveiiiiiineieiinceeieeeneeneens Village Hall ..c..coeuiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicen, 7.30pm
25 Sat Entertainment Night.......coooiiiiiiiiiiiie e BMI e 8.00pm
30 Thu Craft Club ... The Old SchoolRoom......c.ceevuiiiiniennnnen. 10.00-12.00p.m
NOVEMBER
3 Mon  UPtONWI ..ottt Pavilion .....coeiiiiiiiiii e 2.30pm
3 Mon  Parish CouncilMeeting ........ccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Pavilion ......coiiiiiiiiii e 7.30pm
9 Sun  Comedy Night....coouuiiiiiiiii e BMI e 8.00pm
10 Mon Copy date for December issue of USL Life
10 MON  TWYVEI W ettt e e s e e e ens Village Hall ..oeevennienriiiiiiiriieieeereeaeens 7.30pm
16 Sun  Sunday lunchtime Jazz........cc.eeveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeiieeeeeenes BMI e 1.00pm
17 Mon  Abbeydale Garden Club ........c.coiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et Village Hall ..c..ooouniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccee, 7.30pm
19 Wed  LadiesS Probus.....c..ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice et BMI e 10.00am
20 Thu HISTOrY GrOUP ceuieiiiiiiiieiiieee et eeie et etee e e e en e e e eneaneans Village Hall ..c..coovniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccene 7.45pm
Stroud Workhouses — A danger to sick people
27 Thu Craft Club ... The Old SchoolRoom......c.ceevuiiiiniinnnnen. 10.00-12.00pm
29 Sat Entertainment Night........coooiiiiiiii e BMI e 8.00pm
If you would like an event included in the Village Diary, please contact Paula Quinn
Weekly Courses
Activity Day Venue Contact
Yoga Mondays 10am Village Hall Annex Lara Bricknell 07876 764425
Chairobics with Tina Tuesdays 1.45pm Pavilion Angela Harris
(NEW - See below)
Art Class Tuesdays 2pm Village Hall Annex Christine Hughes 01452 614227
Dance Workout Tuesdays 7pm Pavilion Debra Law 07505761420
Pilates with Sam Fridays 9.30am Village Hall Annex Sam Slatter 07894 757360
“Chairobics with Tina” replaces the Chair Pilates. It runs every Tuesday at 1.45pm at the

CHAIROBICS Pavilion. Please continue to book a place through Angela Harris as above.

25’;?,5.'232{0 Tina writes:

EXERCISE o Chair Today, Stronger Tomorrow! Why Chair-Based Exercise Works Wonders. Chairobics

g’ isn’t just “gentle exercise” — it’s a powerful way to stay strong, steady, and sharp at any

age.

Mobility — Keeps joints moving smoothly

Balance — Reduces the risk of falls

Strength — Builds muscle to support daily activities

@ Cognitive | Cognitive challenge — Keeps your brain as active as your body

Perfect for anyone wanting a safe, effective, and fun workout!
The cost is £8 per session, or £24 for a block of 4 sessions.
https://www.sportinafitness.co.uk/

New Proposals for Prinknash Abbey

New plans are being brought forward for the redevelopment of the
existing 1972 former Prinknash Abbey building into residential
dwellings. The developers are preparing a planning application for
submission to Stroud District Council in the autumn and would like to
engage with the local community on the details of the proposals prior to
making the formal submission.

To that end an open presentation is being held with details of the plans
available for scrutiny by residents and interested parties. Members of
the development team will be on hand to answer any questions and
hear any comments. The event will take place at the Pavilion on
Wednesday 17 September and will run from 4:00pm to 7:00pm.
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Fire risk Next month’s Editor
Andrea Dawson

A small brush fire beside the motorway on Wheatridge East / Ash Path
(see the picture on the back page) on 8 August could have been so much
more serious, but very luckily it was spotted early. Probably caused by a
carelessly thrown cigarette end. Please remember grass verges and wild
areas are tinder dry, likely to catch light at the slightest spark.

Clearing road gutters

You may not have noticed, but the Council / highways no longer spray the
kerb areas of our roads, a combination of not wishing to use chemical
weedkillers and budget cuts. So the weeds growing on the pavement and
roadside outside your house will stay there unless you take action
yourself. It does improve the look to cut these back, so if you can, please
do so.

You can contact her -

Use the postbox at the Village Hall or
via the “Contact Us” box on our web
page to pass messages to us.

DISCLAIMER: USL Life welcomes
adverts for goods and services but
reminds readers to make their own
checks before entering into any contract
or other arrangements with advertisers,
as USL Life cannot be held responsible
for the accuracy of the advertisements.




FLAT SPIN

Scenes from the latest UpStagers’
production

—ggy

The flat, on the left, looks bereft of
furniture. That’s part of the plot!
Malcolm (David Carey), Patrick
(Andy Metcalfe), Kate (Jane
Rogers) and Louise (Rachel
Gibbs) are trying to work out why
and where it’s all gone.

Below: Property agent Marsha
~ (Carol Vye) and potential new
- tenant Alan (Martin Smith) are
_ | discussing the virtues of the flat.

Amateur Dramatic Society

The full cast at the curtain call

Ronda (Kate Brooks) and Justin (Keith Pearson) are on the
right.

Keith Pearson doubled as the Producer

The brush fire at
Wheatridge East

On 8 August. See page 19

Photo by Linda Munnoch




